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SEPTEMBER 2026 

AFKA Scotland Legal Conference:  29 October
2026, Stirling Court Hotel - NEARLY FULL,
LAST FEW PLACES AVAILABLE
Theme:  The Evolving Legal Landscape of
Permanence and Adoption in Scotland

This conference will bring together highly esteemed
professionals working across the law, psychology,
social work and children's services to examine the
evolving legal landscape in permanence and
adoption. The programme will examine current
developments in judicial decision-making, children’s
rights and permanence planning, including post-
adoption and sibling contact, the impact of the
UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024, and
emerging approaches to safe and meaningful lifelong
connections for children.

Sessions will also provide insight into support for birth
families and the Guidance on Responding to the needs
of infants, babies and very young children in the
Children's Hearing System. It is designed for legal
practitioners, social workers and multidisciplinary
delegates. It will offer a valuable overview of current
policy, practice and legal developments in this
complex area.

It will be Chaired by Lynda Brabender KC with
our Keynote Speaker, The Honourable Lady Fiona
Tait. 

Book
here
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https://afkascotland.org/events/legal-conference-2026-save-the-date/


Click button for further information on all our speakers
and the booking form.  

Postgraduate Course - Relative Matters: Good
Practice in Permanence Planning in Kinship
Care
Places are still available for this course, starting
December 2026. It offers practitioners a unique
opportunity to develop their knowledge and practice
in the area of kinship care. 

Aimed at social workers and managers working in
children and families and kinship care settings, the
course follows the journey of the child from the early
identification of concerns, parenting capacity and their
route to stability, along with the assessment and
support needs of their carers. The latest findings from
research and practice, as well as the legal framework
in Scotland are covered in-depth.

Book
here

We have moved........
AFKA Scotland and Scotland's Adoption Register
relocated office on 20 July; our new address is below.
Current phone numbers remain the same.

Pure Offices, Suite 84, 4-5 Lochside Way, Edinburgh
Park,  Edinburgh EH12 9DT

Pure
Offices

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS/LEGAL
CONFERENCE

Our 2026/27 programme of events is now available.  You can
find more details on each event via the links below.  

Preparing and Presenting at Children's Hearings
and Court Proceedings  (UPDATED & REVISED)       

3 September 2026 at 9:45 am to 2:00 pm

Microsoft Teams

Book
Your
Place

https://afkascotland.org/training-and-events/specialised-courses/
https://www.pureoffices.co.uk/location/office-space-edinburgh/
https://afkascotland.org/events/preparing-and-presenting-at-childrens-hearings-and-court-proceedings/


This workshop will be delivered by our Legal
Consultant, Rebecca Scott who qualified as a solicitor
in 2012 and has extensive experience representing
clients across all aspects of family and child law. She
became an Accredited Specialist in Child Law with the
Law Society of Scotland in 2023.

The training will provide a practical and informed
approach for workers who are preparing for and
appearing in children’s hearings and children’s referral
court proceedings. With new legislation comes an
opportunity to revisit best practice.

Child’s Journey Through Permanence: From Early
Intervention to Legal Permanence (NEW COURSE)

24 September 2026  at 9:45 am to 2:00 pm

Microsoft Teams

This workshop will be delivered by our Trainer
Consultant, Heather Moonlight, a qualified social
worker who has practiced in Children & Families and
Family Placement Services within local authority
settings, both as a social worker and manager. She
primarily focused on Kinship Care Services and
supported staff and practice development in this area,
as well as being a Kinship Care Panel Member.

The training is aimed at practitioners who are new to
permanence work and will focus on the key principles
in relation to good practice. The content is informed
by the Good Practice in Permanence Guides,
produced by AFKA Scotland in 2026 and will consider
the research, legislation, guidance and policy which
informs best practice in permanence.

Book
Your
Place

Role of the Kinship Care Worker                                    

(12 November 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Whose Minute is it Anyway?                                           

(18 November 2026)

Book
Your
Place

https://afkascotland.org/our-resources/good-practice-in-permanence-guides/
https://afkascotland.org/events/childs-journey-through-permanence-from-early-intervention-to-legal-permanence/
https://afkascotland.org/events/the-role-of-the-kinship-care-worker-3/
https://afkascotland.org/events/whose-minute-is-it-anyway-minute-taking-for-those-involved-in-adoption-and-fostering-panels-6/


Writing Permanence Order (S80) Reports for
Court (NEW COURSE)

(20 January 2027)

Book
Your
Place

Introduction to Assessing Kinship Carers  -
(RESCHEDULED DATE)          

(18 February 2027)

Book
Your
Place

PROJECT WORK

Adoption Week Scotland 2026 - 16 November
AWS this year will highlight the need for many more adoptive
families and the support they receive. Look out for information
coming to your adoption agency soon and sign up for events on
www.adoption.scot.

The Adoption Journey Book
In conjunction with Adoption UK, this book, created in 2019 will
be updated; this is in keeping with current adoption support and
practice.  We anticipate this being ready for distribution in Spring
2027.

Children moving at a distance Guidance
Working jointly with CoramBAAF and AFKA Cymru, we
will produce guidance on placing children at a distance and
within different UK jurisdictions. Practitioners asked for this work
to be undertaken following the research Children Moving
Between UK Nations : Association for Fostering, Kinship &
Adoption Scotland

CoramBAAF - Effective Adoption and Fostering Panels
book update
Work is underway on updating this book which will be ready for
publication in Spring 2027 with members receiving copies in their
book allocation.

CoramBAAF Forms
Child Health 

https://afkascotland.org/events/writing-permanence-order-s80-reports-for-court/
https://afkascotland.org/events/introduction-to-assessing-kinship-carers/
http://www.adoption.scot/
https://afkascotland.org/children-moving-between-uk-nations/
https://afkascotland.org/children-moving-between-uk-nations/
https://afkascotland.org/children-moving-between-uk-nations/


The AFKA Medical Advisors Forum are working with CoramBAAF
updating the suite of Child Health Forms for Scotland.

The Childs Permanence Report (CAPR)
We are moving to the final stages of updating this report and
hope it will be available for use early in 2027.

Form F
The AFKA Fostering community of practice are working with us
and CoramBAAF to create a new Form F for Scotland. This will
be available early in 2027 for use.

UPCOMING DATES FOR MEMBERS 

We run several forums, community practices and consortia sessions for
our members working in the area of fostering, kinship care and adoption.
Click on the button for more information and upcoming dates. 

Find Out More About Our Forums Here

Dates For Your Diary

September 2026

Fostering Practitioners Community of Practice - 1st

Medical Advisers Forum - 9th

Consortia Lunch & Learn: Permanence Guides - key points for discussion
- 9th

DROP IN SURGERY: Using the Permanence Guides in Practice - 16th

Transitions and Staying Connected COP Surgery - 22nd

Consortia Meeting - West of Scotland (in person) - 22nd

October 2026

Chairs Development Forum - 6th

Intercountry Adoption Community of Practice Surgery - 8th 

https://afkascotland.org/our-services/national-forums/


Email SAR for more information

OTHER WAYS WE CAN HELP

Commissioned Training
We offer commissioned training for you and your
colleagues on a variety of topics outlined in our
training brochure. 

Consulting Services
Consultation work is offered to help agencies manage
particularly complex situations. Involving AFKA
Scotland is useful not only because of our team’s
knowledge and expertise, but also because of the
independence and credibility that the involvement of a
respected outside organisation offers.  

Internal Research
Our research team can also provide bespoke
consultancy on internal research projects or other
data gathering activities such as consultations and
service evaluations. This could include literature
reviews to provide context and advice on the design
and deployment of methods of data collection and
analysis.

For information on the services that we can provide,
please click here.

View
Training

Brochure

HOSTED SERVICE

SAR are hosting a practitioners’ forum on Thursday 10 September on Ms
Teams from 10:00-12:00.

If you wish to attend, please contact SAR directly.

mailto:sar@adoptionregister.scot
https://afkascotland.org/our-services/consulting-services/
https://afkascotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Training-Topics-Brochure-1.pdf


Sign Up Now

CoramBAAF
To access your members only
benefits including access to the
members only section of the
website full of free resources and
support, you must first set up an
account.

The new edition of Child Care
Law Scotland has been printed
and copies are now being sent to
agencies in Scotland. Please look
our for this delivery.

James Bury and Michelle
Bell have been appointed as joint
Directors following a period of
providing this role on an interim
basis.

CoramBAAF Publication Allocation reminder
In July,  we wrote out to all members regarding the changes in
the terms and conditions for CoramBAAF publications and
the following has been agreed for all corporate members in
Scotland:

In 2026/27, members will continue to receive access to eBooks.
Notification of their release will be sent via CoramBAAF.   

Also in 2026/27, CoramBAAF will launch a new website
and when you enter the publications section there is a member
discount code. SCOTTISH MEMBERS SHOULD NOT LOG IN
AND USE THIS CODE- THIS IS FOR ENGLAND AND WALES
ONLY. BOOKS SHOULD BE PURCHASED AS NON-MEMBERS.

From 2027/28, members will receive 2 physical books per year,
times your number of units and in addition, a voucher will be
issued for use in the CoramBAAF Bookshop; discount of £40 per
unit. For example, if your agency is eligible for 4 units your

mailto:membership@corambaaf.org.uk


voucher will be £160. These MUST be used within the financial
year, and you can buy physical or eBooks. In this year, the
‘Effective Fostering and Adoption Panels in Scotland’ book will be
updated by AFKA Scotland and available; this will be provided as
part of your 2 physical book allocation.

AFKA Scotland   Has this newsletter been forwarded to
you? Subscribe Here to receive
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agreement whilst attending one of
our events to be added to our mailing
list.
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