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AUGUST 2026 

We have moved........

AFKA Scotland and Scotland's Adoption Register

relocated office on 20 July; our new address is below.

Current phone numbers will remain.

Pure Offices, Suite 84, 4-5 Lochside Way, Edinburgh

Park,  Edinburgh EH12 9DT

Pure
Offices

AFKA Scotland Legal Conference:  29 October

2026, Stirling Court Hotel

Theme:  The Evolving Legal Landscape of

Permanence and Adoption in Scotland

It will be Chaired by Lynda Brabender KC with

our Keynote Speaker, The Honourable Lady Fiona

Tait. 

Click button for further information on all our speakers

and the booking form.  

View
here

Drop-In Session: Using the Permanence

Guides in Practice
Email
here

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/529258/emails/189896242660115822
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/529258/emails/189896242660115822
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/529258/emails/189896242660115822
https://www.pureoffices.co.uk/location/office-space-edinburgh/
https://afkascotland.org/events/legal-conference-2026-save-the-date/
mailto:info@afkascotland.org


NEW DROP-IN: Using the Permanence Guides in

Practice

DATE: 16.09.2026

TIME: 10am - 12pm

PLATFORM: Online - Microsoft Teams

Following the publication of the Good Practice in

Permanence Guides in March 2026, AFKA Scotland

are hosting bi-annual drop-in sessions to support

practitioners to use the guides in practice and

overcome some of the challenges associated with

permanence work. Practitioners are invited to bring to

along questions they have about the guides, and

challenges they are experiencing in achieving good

practice. Please confirm attendance by 9th September

via e-mail to info@afkascotland.org.

Postgraduate Course - Relative Matters: Good

Practice in Permanence Planning in Kinship

Care

Bookings are now being accepted for our RM4

course, starting December 2026. This postgraduate

course offers practitioners a unique opportunity to

develop their knowledge and practice in the area of

kinship care. Aimed at social workers and managers

working in children and families and kinship care

settings, the course follows the journey of the child

from the early identification of concerns, parenting

capacity and their route to stability, along with the

assessment and support needs of their carers. The

latest findings from research and practice, as well as

the legal framework in Scotland are covered in-depth.

Book
here

New AFKA Policy

We have produced a new policy: Making a Complaint

for Children and Young People, please view and

share by clicking the button.

View
here

mailto:info@afkascotland.org
https://afkascotland.org/training-and-events/specialised-courses/
https://afkascotland.org/about/our-policies/


UPCOMING WORKSHOPS/CONFERENCE

Our 2026/27 programme of events is now available.  You can

find more details on each event via the links below.  

Rethinking Family Time (UPDATED & REVISED)        

(27 August 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Preparing and Presenting at Children's Hearings

and Court Proceedings  (UPDATED & REVISED)       

(3 September 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Child’s Journey Through Permanence: From Early

Intervention to Legal Permanence (NEW COURSE)

(24 September 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Legal Conference - The Evolving Legal Landscape

of Permanence and Adoption in Scotland

(29 October 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Role of the Kinship Care Worker                                    

(12 November 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Whose Minute is it Anyway?                                           

(18 November 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Writing Permanence Order (S80) Reports for

Court (NEW COURSE)

(20 January 2027)

Book
Your
Place

https://afkascotland.org/events/rethinking-family-time/
https://afkascotland.org/events/preparing-and-presenting-at-childrens-hearings-and-court-proceedings/
https://afkascotland.org/events/childs-journey-through-permanence-from-early-intervention-to-legal-permanence/
https://afkascotland.org/events/legal-conference-2026-save-the-date/
https://afkascotland.org/events/the-role-of-the-kinship-care-worker-3/
https://afkascotland.org/events/whose-minute-is-it-anyway-minute-taking-for-those-involved-in-adoption-and-fostering-panels-6/
https://afkascotland.org/events/writing-permanence-order-s80-reports-for-court/


Introduction to Assessing Kinship Carers  -

(RESCHEDULED DATE)          

(18 February 2027)

Book
Your
Place

UPCOMING DATES FOR MEMBERS 

We run several forums, community practices and consortia sessions for

our members working in the area of fostering, kinship care and adoption.

Click on the button for more information and upcoming dates. 

Find Out More About Our Forums Here

Dates For Your Diary

August 2026

Family Placement Forum - 12th

Consortia - Pan Scotland Meeting - 25th

September 2026

Fostering Practitioners Community of Practice - 1st

Medical Advisers Forum - 9th

Consortia - Lunch & Learn: Permanence Guides - key points for

discussion - 9th

DROP IN: Using the Permanence Guides in Practice Surgery - 16th

Transitions and Staying Connected COP Surgery - 22nd

Consortia - West of Scotland Meeting (in person) - 22nd

OTHER WAYS WE CAN HELP

Commissioned Training View
Brochure

https://afkascotland.org/events/introduction-to-assessing-kinship-carers/
https://afkascotland.org/our-services/national-forums/
https://afkascotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Training-Topics-Brochure-1.pdf


We offer commissioned training for you and your

colleagues on a variety of topics outlined in our

training brochure. 

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE SECTOR

Chief Social Work Officer Joint Statement:

Emergency in availability of alternative care

options for children

On Friday 12 June, Scotland's thirty-two Chief Social

Work Officers took the unusual step of issuing a joint

statement on the acute shortage of suitable homes

and carers for children who are unable to remain in

the care of their family. 

View
Here

The Promise - Oversight Board letter

Following recent news stories in the Herald and

discussion in the Scottish Parliament on the need for

more understanding around the premature deaths of

care experienced people in Scotland, David Anderson,

the Chair of The Oversight Board for the Promise, has

written a letter on what the Board feels Scotland must

do now. This involves using data to be able to learn

about what is happening, act change things, to help

keep the promise, and prevent premature deaths.

View
Letter

The Promise - Sign up to the Promise Design

School Lite series

The Promise Scotland is running a Design School Lite

series through September and October. 

The Promise Design School helps you find solutions

to challenges around keeping the promise.

It has co-design at its heart, which allows a wide range

of people to contribute meaningfully to solving

problems, as ‘experts’ in their own experience. It helps

make sure that solutions to problems meet the needs

of those involved. 

View
here

https://socialworkscotland.org/briefings_statements/joint-statement-re-availability-of-alternative-care-options-for-children/
https://oversightboard.scot/news/understanding-premature-deaths-and-improving-outcomes
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/design-school-lite-an-introduction-to-design-thinking-methods-and-tools-tickets-1992129953317


Email SAR for more information

Sign Up Now

Click button for more information and to sign up.

HOSTED SERVICE

SAR will be hosting the next Activity Day on Sunday 30th August 2026

at The Yard in Glasgow.

Children’s referrals are due in by Wednesday 12th August at 17:00

Adopters’ referrals should be sent in by Friday 21st August at 17:00

All information has been sent out to teams already but please contact

SAR if you have not received this.

CoramBAAF

To access your members only

benefits including access to the

members only section of the

website full of free resources and

support, you must first set up an

account.

mailto:sar@adoptionregister.scot
mailto:membership@corambaaf.org.uk


CoramBAAF statement on the

Government's fostering reform

consultation response

The Government has published its response to

the fostering reform consultation launched in

February 2026, setting out its position on

proposals relating to fostering panels,

assessment processes and the handling of

allegations against foster carers. View

CoramBAAF's statement. 

View

AFKA Scotland   Has this newsletter been forwarded to

you? Subscribe Here to receive

regular updates from us.

You received this newsletter because

you signed up on our website or gave

agreement whilst attending one of

our events to be added to our mailing

list.

Unsubscribe

https://corambaaf.org.uk/updates/corambaaf-statement-governments-fostering-reform-consultation-response?dm_i=7Q29,2V6L3,3J7ETE,72C6B,1,0,0,0
https://afkascotland.org/
https://afkascotland.org/
mailto:malto:info@afkascotland.org
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/529258/emails/189896242660115822
https://www.mailerlite.com/
https://www.mailerlite.com/

