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JUNE 2026 

Office Move - AFKA and SAR
AFKA Scotland and Scotland's Adoption Register are
on the move. As from 20 July, we are moving to new
office space and below is our new address. Our
current phone numbers will remain:

Pure Offices, Suite 84, 4-5 Lochside Way, Edinburgh
Park,  Edinburgh EH12 9DT

Pure
Offices

AFKA Scotland Legal Conference 
This will take place on 29 October, 2026 at the Stirling
Court Hotel.  The theme for the day is The Evolving
Legal Landscape of Permanence and Adoption in
Scotland.  Our Keynote speaker is The Honourable
Lady Fiona Tait and speakers confirmed to date
are  Dr Chris Burke, Clinical Psychologist,  Alison Reid,
CEO and Principal Solicitor, Clan ChildLaw and  Stacey
McLeary, Team Leader, Martha's Mammies.

We are offering an "Early Bird" discount which will
apply until 10 July 2026.  Click on the button to find
out more and costings.

View
here
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AFKA Scotland Annual Report 2025-26
We are pleased to announce that our latest annual
report, covering the period 1 April 2025 - 31 March
2026 is now available to view on our website.

View
here

National Framework for Life Journey Work
AFKA Scotland has been commissioned by the
Scottish Government to co-produce a National
Framework for Life Journey Work, alongside a Good
Practice Guide, and training materials. Over the next
two years we will work with stakeholders to develop
the framework and supporting materials, and carry
out sense-checking, peer review, and piloting. If you
would like to share your practice in life journey work
or would like to know more about development of the
framework then please e-mail the project lead, AFKA
researcher Dr. Mark Hardy,
at mark.hardy@afkascotland.org

Find out
More

Postgraduate Course - Relative Matters: Good
Practice in Permanence Planning in Kinship
Care
Bookings are now being accepted for our RM4 course,
starting December 2026. This postgraduate course
offers practitioners a unique opportunity to develop
their knowledge and practice in the area of kinship
care. Aimed at social workers and managers working
in children and families and kinship care settings, the
course follows the journey of the child from the early
identification of concerns, parenting capacity and their
route to stability, along with the assessment and
support needs of their carers. The latest findings from
research and practice, as well as the legal framework
in Scotland are covered in-depth.

Book
here

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS/CONFERENCE
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Our 2026/27 programme of events is now available.  You can
find more details on each event via the links below.  

Rethinking Family Time         

(27 August 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Preparing and Presenting at Children's Hearings and
Court Proceedings         

(3 September 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Child’s Journey Through Permanence: From Early
Intervention to Legal Permanence (NEW COURSE)

(24 September 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Legal Conference - The Evolving Legal Landscape
of Permanence and Adoption in Scotland

(29 October 2026)

Early
Bird

Bookings

Role of the Kinship Care Worker                                    

(12 November 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Whose Minute is it Anyway?                                           

(18 November 2026)

Book
Your
Place

Writing Permanence Order (S80) Reports for
Court (NEW COURSE)

(20 January 2027)

Book
Your
Place
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Introduction to Assessing Kinship Carers  -
(RESCHEDULED DATE)          

(18 February 2027)

Book
Your
Place

UPCOMING DATES FOR MEMBERS 

We run several forums, community practices and consortia sessions for
our members working in the area of fostering, kinship care and adoption.
Click on the button for more information and upcoming dates. 

Find Out More About Our Forums Here

Dates For Your Diary

June 2026

Consortia - Lunch & Learn: Reflections on Unplanned Endings, What can
we learn? - 17th

OTHER WAYS WE CAN HELP

Commissioned Training
We offer commissioned training for you and your
colleagues on a variety of topics outlined in our
training brochure. 

View
Brochure

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE SECTOR

Kinship Vision
The Scottish Government have issued a vision for
Kinship Care which details their offer of support for
families. Click the button to find out more.

View
Here
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View Survey Here

Email SAR for more information

Introduce
your concept

Polly Kennedy from the University
of Surrey is carrying out a
research study exploring how
carers use play and playful
approaches to support the
emotional wellbeing of children
and young people. She is looking
to recruit foster and kinship
carers to participate. Please do
forward this to your carers if you
can.

HOSTED SERVICE

Events are held throughout the year for prospective adopters and

practitioners. Why not join us at one of our upcoming events to find out

more about the children who are waiting for families in Scotland. View

schedule here
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Sign Up Now

View

CoramBAAF

To access your members only
benefits including access to the
members only section of the
website full of free resources and
support, you must first set up an
account.

AFKA Member Benefits
As a corporate member of AFKA
Scotland don’t forget you can
access many additional benefits
through CoramBAAF. The Journal
of Adoption and Fostering is one
you can access online with
Rebecca Scott, our Legal
Consultant contributing regular
legal notes.

Announcing CoramBAAF Managing Directors
Following a period of interim arrangements, we are pleased to
announce that James Bury and Michelle Bell have taken up
permanent posts as co-leaders of CoramBAAF. James is our

mailto:sar@adoptionregister.scot
mailto:membership@corambaaf.org.uk
https://corambaaf.org.uk/updates/adoption-fostering-journal-july-issue-vol-49-issue-2-now-available


Managing Director of Policy, Research and Development whilst
Michelle is Managing Director of Membership and Commercial
Development. Having both worked for CoramBAAF for several
years their appointment provides continuity and stability in
leadership, and an ongoing focus on addressing members’
priorities across adoption, fostering and kinship care.
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