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The Adoption Journey:
Listening to and supporting the experience of adoption in Scotland  
20 - 27 November 2023
Programme
Webinar
21 November		7.00pm – 8.15pm	Ten Top Tips on Parenting Adopted Teens
Come along and join award-winning author Sally Donovan as she shares her top tips for parenting adopted teens. She will be drawing on her published titles which include The Strange and Curious Guide to Trauma, The Unofficial Guide to Adoptive Parenting and The Unofficial guide to Therapeutic Parenting the Teen Years.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/722801136657?aff=oddtdtcreator

Information Fair and Networking Event
22 November		1.00pm – 7.00pm	The Place Hotel, Edinburgh
THE PLACE HOTEL, EDINBURGH
A “drop in” event aimed at prospective adopters, adoptive parents, adopted adults and the professionals who provide support.  The fair offers opportunity to find out more about different services which can support the Adoption Community.    There will be external organisations exhibiting at this event and promises to be a great day for networking and promotion of some of the available services. 

Workshops will also be running on the day for professionals and families.  Book your place
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/722757325617?aff=oddtdtcreator

1.10pm – 1.40pm	AUK
Top tips to working smarter with a child’s school
Join Paula Gilhooly, Education Adviser at Adoption UK Scotland to hear her top recommendations for working smarter with a child’s school.  Paula has over 20 years’ experience in teaching and currently specialises in support for learning. An adoptive parent for 10 years, she is passionate about getting school experiences right for children and their families. 

2.00pm – 2.30pm	AFKA
Supporting Brother and Sister Relationships in Adoptive Families
In this 30-minute workshop we will consider the importance of sibling relationships for children and young people and how we can support adoptive families to nurture and sustain these relationships. We will draw on the staying together and connected national practice guidance, and insights from adoptive families and children and young people on  what can be helpful in this process.  Facilitated by Angie Gillies, Director and Mark Hardy, Researcher.

3.00pm – 3.30pm	AUK
Why parent differently? 
Alison Parkinson, AUK Scotland Training lead chats through why adopted children need to be parented differently, bringing to the discussion her knowledge, expertise and lived experience of therapeutic parenting and non-violent resistance (NVR).  Alison has worked with Adoption UK Scotland for 8 years on the helpline and in training and has an adopted son and daughter in their early twenties. 

4.00pm – 4.30pm	AFKA
Supporting connections in adoption
In this workshop, Elizabeth Ross, Trainer Consultant and Kate Richardson, Manager, Scotland’s Adoption Register will explore good practice in transitions to adoption and how we can support children and young people stay connected to people who are important to them. We will consider some of the key themes identified in the Staying Connected Toolkit which inform practice in this area. 

5.00pm – 5.30pm	AUK
#E All About Me!
The #E Project are proud to launch their online Magazine - The #E Zone!
Our young people from the #E project will join Carol Hunter and Fiona Morrison to celebrate the launch of their online magazine created and developed by the members of the project and overseen by the #EZone Magazine team made up of our Youth & Senior Leads. Join us to find out how they have found the project overall, skills developed and their visions for the future! 
E projects Ezine launch and showcasing work of the E project since the start of it.  

Family Events
18 November	6.00pm – 8.00pm		Fun Street, Silverburn Shopping Centre, Barrhead, 
Glasgow
Fun Street | Interactive Soft Play & Cafe Restaurant at Silverburn Glasgow
This is a free family event open to all adoptive families, kinship carers and foster carers in Scotland. With exclusive use of Fun Street, come along and enjoy watching your child/ren run off some energy!  With soft play, toddler area, augmented climbing wall, play street and much more there is something for all under 12's.  A sensory room will also be available.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/732026158947?aff=oddtdtcreator
		
25 November	09.00am – 11.00am 		Tumbles Soft Play, Portobello, Edinburgh
						Tumbles Soft Play at Portobello - Edinburgh Leisure
This is a free family event open to all adoptive families, kinship carers and foster carers in Scotland. With exclusive use of Tumbles soft play for two hours come along and enjoy watching your child/ren run off some energy!
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/722815108447?aff=oddtdtcreator         
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