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The Association for Fostering, Kinship and Adoption (AFKA) Scotland is an independent charity that promotes and facilitates evidence-

informed best practice in Fostering, Kinship Care and Adoption, through advising, training and influencing practitioners and policy      
makers and supporting them to improve outcomes for children and families. 

Our vision is a future where every practitioner working with children, young people and their families is knowledgeable, skilled, confident 
and empowered to support the safe, secure and loving care to which every child has a right.  AFKA Scotland is dedicated to improving the 
lives of children, young  people and the families who care for them.  

Membership entitles agencies and their staff to a service from both AFKA Scotland and CoramBAAF. 

CONTACT US  
Association for Fostering, Kinship and Adoption  (AFKA) 
Scotland 
Foxglove Offices/Gf2 14 Links Place, Edinburgh EH6 7EZ  

Tel: 0131 322 8490 

Email: info@afkascotland.org 

Web: www.afkascotland.org 

CORE MEMERBERSHIP BENEFITS 
NATIONAL FORUMS/SURGERIES 
AFKA runs several national forums for practitioners from different professional            
backgrounds, helping members keep up-to-date with the latest developments in      
policy, practice, legislation and research, as well as providing excellent opportunities to 
network and share examples of emerging practice. - Family Placement; Independent 
Chairs Development; Legal Forum; Medical Advisers and Fostering Practitioners    
Community of Practice.  We also run surgeries on Intercountry adoption and           
Transitions and Staying Connected. 
 

CONSORTIA 
Agencies also have the opportunity to join local consortia, which provide advice,     
guidance, support and training opportunities at a local level, not only to family       
placement practitioners but to the wider group of staff who are directly involved in the 
provision of services for looked after children. Consortia membership requires an        
additional subscription fee.  

mailto:https://afkascotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/national-forums-2025.pdf


CORE BENEFITS 
• Training, conferences and workshops    
• Direct Services         
• National Forums and Consortia       
• Information and Advice 
• Research  
• Policy and Practice Development 
• Publications and Forms 

TRAINING, CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS 
AFKA Scotland’s multi-disciplinary team has a wealth of experience and up-to-date         
expertise in fostering, kinship care, adoption and wider care practice, and delivers a 
range of training, consultancy, conferences and workshops to assist professionals 
to develop the knowledge and skills they require. By supporting the continuing            
professional development of practitioners, the service also helps agencies to      
comply with the requirements of the National Care Standards in relation to staff 
training and development.  

DIRECT SERVICES 
The team provides a range of direct services to agencies which include: 
• Chairing adoption, fostering, kinship panels and appeal panels;  
• Participating in any of these panels as a panel member;  
• Chairing unplanned ending (disruption) meetings;  
• Conducting or participating in complaints or complex case reviews;  
• Provision of expert reports; 
• Running practice sessions - focusing on a small number of cases. 

CONSULTANCY 
In addition to general advice and guidance, consultation 
work is offered to help agencies manage particularly    
complex situations.   Involving AFKA is useful not only    
because of our team’s knowledge and expertise, but also 
because of the independence and credibility that the      
involvement of a respected outside organisation offers. 
 
Our research team can provide bespoke consultancy on 
internal research projects or other data gathering activities 
such as consultations and service evaluations. This could 
include literature reviews to provide context and advice on 
the design and deployment of methods of data collection 
and analysis. 

 

CORAMBAAF 

• Access to CoramBAAF’s outbound permanence Service 
providing advice and guidance on placing children 
overseas with kinship carers. 

• Subscription to Adoption & Fostering, our highly     
regarded, peer reviewed quarterly journal, covering 
new developments in childcare policy, practice and 
research UK-wide and  globally, and complete online 
access to back file records plus online access to the 
Journal of  Social Work and Qualitative  Social Work.  

• 50% discount on CoramBAAF licensed forms.  

• Exclusive access to the members' area of the            
CoramBAAF  website, packed with information and 
resources including practice notes, briefings and a 
range of books and guides.  

• CoramBAAF Adoption & Fostering Digest, the only                
comprehensive monthly bulletin, covering news on     
policy, legislation, research and parliamentary      
affairs UK. 

INFORMATION AND ADVICE 
AFKA Scotland provides members with timely, authoritative information and       
advice  including:  
• Scotland-specific advice and practice guidance  relating to adoption,           

fostering, kinship care, and cross-border/intercountry adoptions. 
• Access to research expertise through AFKA  Scotland’s Research team. 
 

RESEARCH  
AFKA Scotland’s team works with a number of Scottish and UK universities to carry 
out and contribute to research studies that inform practice and policy.  
 
AFKA’s membership are invited to play an active role in  influencing this research at 
all stages,  from designing studies to reporting of findings. Our researchers provide 
regular updates to members about emerging research and evidence                      
developments in the UK and internationally. We also run a forum that brings       
together researchers working in universities and third  sector organisations across 
Scotland.  
 


