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INTRODUCTION

Each year in Scotland around 350 looked after 
children are adopted. All these children have 
experienced separation from their birth parents 
and some have experienced trauma, neglect and/
or maltreatment in their early lives. Extensive 
research has demonstrated the long-term risks 
this creates, but also the capacity for children 
to recover and thrive when they are placed with 
parents who understand them and can meet their 
needs. Finding ways to make the best possible 
‘matches’ between children and prospective 
adopters is at the heart of adoption practice 
and critical to a child’s long-term future and life 
chances.

During the process of ‘matching’ children and 
prospective adopters, everyone involved needs to 
be able to understand what makes that child the 
unique person they are: their likes and dislikes, 
their habits and interests, the people (and pets!) 
that are important to them, how their personal 
history may affect them and what makes them 
feel loved, cared for, safe and secure.

It is not always an easy task to find the right way 
to portray children positively, realistically and 
sensitively to prospective adopters. Video clips are 
a potentially valuable tool that can help bring a 
child to life for the viewer. 

This guide has been written with several purposes 
in mind:

•	To support practice to achieve the best 
possible match for the child

•	To forestall anxiety about “advertising” 
children and chart a course through the ethical 
and legal issues involved 

•	To provide practical information about how to 
make, use and store video clips

In previous research with a national family finding 
service in England (Be My Parent), video clips 

1	 Grant, M (2009) Grant, M (2010) Seeing the Difference? Using video clips to help find families for children.  

	 Findings from the BAAF Video Research Project. London: CoramBAAF. 

2	 Thomas, C (2013)  Adoption research initiative: messages from research. London: CoramBAAF.

increased the number of adopter enquiries by an 
average of 30% and helped adopters feel better-
equipped to make informed decisions about 
the type of child they could be the right parents 
for1 (Grant, 2010). The children included older 
children, disabled children and sibling groups - 
those children who we know wait the longest for 
adoptive families2  (Thomas, 2013). 

As one agency highlighted in our recent survey of 
practice across Scotland: 

“Seeing a video clip enables adopters to consider 
the whole child, the rewards which come with 
parenting any child, as well as the challenges”.  

The child’s video clip can also become part of  
their ‘life story’ materials that they take with them 
into their new family, to help them understand 
and make sense of their personal history as they 
grow up. 

In developing this guidance, we set out to describe 
the practice of taking, editing, screening and 
storing moving images of children seeking an 
adoptive family, and to highlight the questions 
that need to be covered when planning for this 
work. The central aim is to improve the chances of 
linking children with families who are well suited 
to meet their needs, now and in the future. 

As with other developments in family finding 
approaches, the idea of making video clips 
of children can make some people feel 
uncomfortable. This guidance is about making 
video clips that are representational rather than 
promotional. They offer the possibility of making 
a child “come to life” for potential parents. As 
well as providing a potentially useful family 
finding tool (among and alongside other options), 
video clips can form a vital part of a child’s 
records, including the sound of their voice, their 
movements, and glimpses of people and places 
that are an important part of their life.
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In early 2017, we undertook a survey of local 
authorities across Scotland about their experiences 
of making and using video clips/DVDs for family 
finding and other purposes for looked after children. 
Twenty one local authorities across Scotland 
completed the survey, including a range of large 
and small, rural and urban agencies (see www.
afascotland.com).

Of the 21 agencies who responded, 19 had made (or 
commissioned) video clips for children and only two 
agencies had not. The earliest had started in 2010, 
although most had started in around 2013 or later. 
Some emphasised that video clips were only made in 
specific circumstances, such as in cases where family 
finding was anticipated to take a longer time, for 
example for sibling groups or some disabled children. 

Agencies where the practice has become well-
established as part of a child’s permanence plan had 
developed different models. For example, Dundee 
City Council has a social worker who has specialised 
in making video clips of children who are being 
placed for permanence, and Renfrewshire Council 
uses a foster carer who is a skilled film-maker to 
make video clips on a regular basis. 

We also undertook a second survey of users of 
Scotland’s Adoption Register (see www.afascotland.
com) to explore their experiences and opinions about 
the effectiveness of the use of video clips. Of the 
169 respondents, 75% were prospective adopters 
and 25% were agency practitioners. Overall, 76% of 
respondents said that viewing a video clip of a child 
helped in making  the decision whether or not to 
proceed with a match.   

One adopter commented:  

“Just being able to place the often black and white facts 
into context of an actual little person. Sometimes the 
way information is written can seem harsh and in reality 
it’s not as stark or even not as much an issue at all.” 

Another commented on the most useful aspects: 

“Seeing a child in action allowed me to see more of 
their personality, the way they interacted with others 
and their environment. It gave more of a sense of the 
person within their context than a photograph did.” 

Figures from Scotland’s Adoption Register show that 
at the end of March 2018, 9.8% of the 81 children and 
3.5% of the 114 prospective adopters on the Register 
had a video clip attached to their profile.

The results of the two surveys confirm that the 
issues are complex but that most respondents 
reported that for some children video clips can play 
an important role in helping social workers and 
prospective adopters in the family finding process. 
The clips can be significant in informing not just the 
potential adoptive parents but also any soon-to-be 
siblings and other close family members. The survey 
responses showed clearly that agencies, workers 
and local authorities have a very varied approach 
and access to the provision and resourcing for 
the making and editing of these video clips. They 
underlined that video clips work best when they 
reflect a fair representation of the child(ren) from the 
child’s perspective: the children as they are and not 
idealised.

STRUCTURE OF THIS GUIDE
This guide is in two sections. Section 1 sets out guidance to help come to the decision about whether 
making a video clip is likely to be an appropriate and effective tool in family finding for a particular 
child. It covers points you may want to consider about the child, foster carer, birth parents and 
prospective adopters, as well as guidance on filming, displaying and storing video clips. 

Section 2 is a toolkit and checklist that can be used each time you are preparing to make a video clip, 
as a reminder of the technical, practical and other tasks involved.

CURRENT USE OF VIDEO CLIPS
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DATA PROTECTION
General Data Protection Regulations have been enforceable in Scotland since 
25 May 2018. This Guidance has taken account of the seven key principles of the 
sharing of information under Article 5.

 Under Article 6(1) (c) the sharing of personal information is permitted where the 
“processing is necessary for the compliance with a legal obligation to which the 
controller is subject”. This applies where there is an explicit statutory obligation 
on the part of the Public Authority or where the Public Authority is acting in 
compliance with Scottish Government Guidance.

The Children (Scotland) Act 1995 S.17 places a duty on local authorities to plan for 
children whom they are looking after in the general context of safeguarding and 
promoting the child’s welfare and to have this as their paramount consideration.  
The Adoption and Children (Scotland) Act 2007, S.14 states that adoption agencies 
have a duty to regard the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of the child 
throughout the child’s life as the paramount consideration in any decisions they 
make about adoption, including planning.

The Scottish Government stated in their Getting it Right for Looked After Children 
and Young People strategy published in 2015 that they want “to secure early 
permanence for as many as possible of those who do become looked after” and 
in their Care and Permanence Plan: Achieving Positive Outcomes for Looked After 
Children Through Permanence published in 2011 reinforced their commitment 
to “enabling children to achieve a permanent, stable, nurturing home as soon 
as possible where a child cannot remain with their birth family.” It encourages 
improvements in practice across the systems to make the permanence process 
quicker and more effective for children. 

Therefore local authorities require to share the information about children in order 
to comply with their statutory duties and in giving effect to government policy.

This applies to all proposed information sharing, not just profiling on the Adoption 
Register.  It must always be a decision for individual local authorities in each 
case. These provisions allow authorities and agencies to proceed with using 
whatever methods are proportionate and necessary to secure the child’s long-term 
placement if they consider such use to be in the child’s best interests. 

As with other information sharing for the purposes of promoting permanence, the 
consent of those with PRRs or the child is not required for the filming. It is, however, 
good practice to keep the birth parents closely informed about what is happening.
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SECTION 1: GUIDANCE

The purpose of using video clips in family finding is to make the best possible matches for children. 
In order for this to work successfully, it is important that the preparation of all concerned is thorough 
and detailed, and that there are opportunities for any anxieties and concerns to be fully discussed and 
reassurance given. 

Filming a child is only one potential part of a complex family finding process. The professional’s 
role includes preparing the child, the foster carer and the birth parents for the process.  This means 
explaining the specific purpose of the filming, what is involved for them, what will happen to the video 
clip and how it will be used. Agencies also have a responsibility to ensure that the clip is stored securely 
and is shared and passed on appropriately. 

MAKING THE DECISION
In pursuing permanence, local authorities must demonstrate that the family finding approaches used 
are proportionate and based on an assessment of the child’s particular needs and circumstances. 
This applies as much to the use of video clips as it does, for example, to the sharing of photographs, 
provision of written reports or attendance at family finding events. Local authorities need to be able 
to demonstrate that a clear decision has been taken about the approaches that will be used and this 
should include a decision about whether a video clip will be created.

Each local authority should identify the person or group who will be making the decision about the 
family finding approaches to be used and whether a video clip will be made. For some authorities the 
decision will be taken at a LAAC Review and for others it will be taken by a senior manager.

Not every child’s circumstances would lend themselves to the making of a video clip. For some children, 
being filmed has been part of their experience of abuse in the past. Other children may just not wish to 
be filmed. 

In these situations, the social 
worker could record some dialogue 
with the foster carer, or use 
still photos if the child is happy 
with this. The overwhelming 
consideration should be the views 
of the child, which may change 
and therefore need to be reviewed 
throughout the process. The child 
should not feel under any pressure 
to participate at any stage.
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FOSTER CARERS
Plans for making a video clip to help with family finding for the child should be discussed with the 
foster carer(s) at an early stage. Their co-operation will be crucial to the success of the filming. They 
will not be included in the clip without their consent. If they are uncomfortable about being filmed, 
it should be made clear to them that there are ways of including them in the clip without having the 
camera directly on them. The following areas should be covered:

•	Permission to film them along with their house and garden is required (see Appendix 2 for 
example consent form)

•	Foster carers will know the child well and are in the best position to advise on how to ensure that 
making the video clip is a relaxed and enjoyable experience for the child. This includes timing to 
fit in with any current routines as well as where filming should take place.

•	They will often be best placed to help the social worker explain the purpose and process of making 
the video clip and support the child to ask any questions they may have at that time or later on. It 
is important that all the adults involved agree on a consistent approach to the subject.

•	The foster carer will be the person who will be with the child beyond the filming time and be able 
to offer reassurance and answers to their questions. It is important that the child’s social worker 
is available to the child and the carers after the filming to get feedback, as well as the carers own 
supervising social worker.  This will allow the foster carers to ask questions raised by the child and 
for any comments or concerns to be aired, as well as support to be offered.

CHILD(REN)
Discussions about moving to adoption are an integral part of direct work with the child as plans for 
permanence are progressed. Talking about making a video clip should be part of the overall arc of 
family finding and should not be the first time the subject of adoption is broached with a child.

An explanation of the purpose of the video clip and how it will be made should be given to the child in 
terms that they will understand. It is important that the child knows why a video clip is being made and 
for their thoughts and fears to be heard and dealt with if required. Making a video clip can make the idea 
of adoption feel ‘real’ for a child, which may bring to the surface the emotional impact of anticipating 
leaving their foster carers and moving to a new family.  However it is vital that the child knows that this 
is only one of a number of activities being undertaken to help find the right family for them and that the 
video clip and their appearance in it will not determine whether or not this is successful. If a suitable 
family is not identified, the child will need help to understand why this has been the outcome.

Where capable, the child must be given an opportunity to consent to the making of the video clip. 
An assessment of the child’s capacity to understand the implications of making a video clip may be 
required and can be informed by discussions with those who know the child well. They might have 
ideas of how they want to be represented in the video clip and what they want to emphasise about 
themselves.  A record should be kept of the decision about whether the child’s consent will be sought 
and what informed that decision.

The child will need to know who will see the clip (including themselves), and what will happen to it 
afterwards. It is important that this aspect of the process is not rushed. The child needs enough time 
to think and talk about it with their foster carer or other people they trust before filming starts.

Information on preparing children for Activity Days may be helpful and can be found on the Scotland 
Adoption Register website www.scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk
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BIRTH PARENTS
There is no legal requirement to seek the consent of the birth parents (or anyone else who holds 
parental rights and responsibilities in respect of the child) for the making of the video clip. Good 
practice would suggest that the parents are kept informed of what the plans are for their child while 
they retain parental rights and responsibilities. Even where parental rights and responsibilities have 
been removed, there may be circumstances where the local authority deem it appropriate to inform 
the birth parents, for example where contact between the child and parent(s) is continuing. 

Birth parents may want to view the clip, and a decision should be made beforehand as to whether or 
not this is appropriate. They should be told who is going to see it and where it is going to be shown.  
It could be a vital and treasured record of their child at a certain age.

A fundamental consideration will be ensuring the safety of others, particularly the child or other 
children in placement. Great care should be taken to monitor anything which identifies where the 
child is staying or with whom. Where there is a non-disclosure measure in place under a Compulsory 
Supervision Requirement, the video clip should not be made available to the person to whom the 
non-disclosure measure relates. This is justified in terms of the paramouncy of the child’s welfare and 
the necessary removal of any reasonable risk of disclosure.

FILMING 
Remember – don’t worry too much about the technical aspects of filming. The most important 
thing is the content. As with any skill, it will become easier with practice.

Before filming, it is helpful to reflect on this particular child’s (or children’s) personality, behaviour 
and the activities they enjoy.  The aim of the video clip is to capture the essence of the child and in 
particular to show aspects that may not be fully portrayed on paper. It also allows others to hear 
what the child sounds like, and to hear them talk about their life in their own words.

It is important that everyone is relaxed, rather than on their “best behaviour”.  What are the things 
that are most important for prospective adopters to know about this child, that might not be 
reflected in reports? Remember that half an hour of filming with the child is more than enough to 
produce the 3 – 4 minutes needed for the finished clip so it is best to prioritise only a few things that 
you want to highlight.

For example, a video clip can show what day-to-day life might be like with a child who has a medical 
condition, or uses equipment that may be unfamiliar to prospective adopters (such as apparatus 
to aid feeding or breathing). If the written reports describe a very chatty child but you know that 
on meeting new people s/he is likely to present as shy and quiet, you could film the child ‘being 
themselves’ with people they know well, and perhaps the foster carer or social worker can describe 
how it may take time for the child to open up. Older children may want to “direct” the action and 
what they want to do or share.

It is also important to consider issues of confidentiality while filming. This might mean moving 
photographs of other children out of shot, making sure the child is not wearing school uniform, or 
cutting/editing out footage where children reveal potentially identifying information about their birth 
families or their foster carers’ location.
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10 TIPS FOR FILMING FOOTAGE OF CHILDREN 
1.	 Film landscape. If the clip is made using a phone or tablet, make sure it is held 

sideways on (landscape, not portrait, as shown in illustration below). This allows you 
to show the film full-screen if you are using a TV or laptop.

2.	 Switch off noisy distractions. If you are 
filming in a foster carer’s  home, there can be 
a lot of distractions. Turn off the TV/radio and 
get someone to distract any other children. 
Unwanted noise can make a video difficult 
to watch. People watching the video want to 
hear the child. 

3.	 Don’t let people talk in the background.  
If there are adults in the room, they often try 
to chat if they are not directly involved in the 
filming. Remind them to keep quiet or ask 
them to go somewhere else to talk.

4.	 Bring the camera down to the child’s eye 
level. It is easier to see what they are doing/
looking at when the camera is at their level.

5.	 Film a range of activities/settings. If possible head out to the garden or park.  
This allows you to film a range of things, such as play, talking, running, etc.

6.	 Only have one toy or activity at a time. Children can get overstimulated if there  
are too many toys or games available. 

7.	 Don’t be afraid of close ups. Try to get a variety of shot sizes. We communicate with 
facial expressions and close ups will capture these. Wider shots will show a lot about 
how children move about, their size and how they interact with others.

8.	 Let children decide. If they are old enough, ask what they want to do. Let them use their 
imagination. If they want to be a character from their favourite film or book, let them.

9.	 Try not to over-use the zoom. It can be quite shaky on handheld devices. Move the 
camera closer instead. Shaky film is hard to watch. Some editing software can help 
stabilise the film. So if the content is interesting, it may be worth stabilising it.

10.	Have fun... and if you are able to edit the film, you can shoot more footage than 
you need. With digital video, there is no expense associated with taking more footage 
than you need. It does make editing slightly more difficult when you try to decide what 
you want to keep in the final edit. This is much better than not having enough footage 
and any spare clips could still be retained, for example as part of a child’s memory box.
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EDITING 
Having taken some footage, it is useful to edit the most representative bits for people to look at. 
As a rule of thumb, 3 minutes for one child or 4 minutes for a sibling group seems to work well. The 
edit allows you to take out the bits you don’t want and keep the bits you do want. In doing this you 
are presenting a selection of the child’s behaviour, so you need to consider whether you are giving a 
balanced view. A range of different settings or activities helps to present a sense of the child’s daily life.

There are a number of free editing programmes available, ranging from very basic to the more 
complex. If you have no experience editing, it is easier to start with a simple one and when you start 
needing more features, then move to a more complex programme. Your device may come with a pre-
loaded editing app, or there is a list of free downloadable apps in Appendix 1 at the end of this guide.

EDITING BASICS
In its simplest form, editing takes video files from a camera or memory card into an editing programme. 
You can then select parts of the video and place them in a sequence in the edit app. The sequence is 
sometimes referred to as the timeline.  More video can be added to the timeline until you have finished.

There are helpful videos online which take you through the steps involved. These are great for getting 
started and showing you what to do. Some common editing steps include: 

•	Joining clips: You will notice where one clip joins the next it will usually look ‘jumpy’ when you 
play it back. This can be helped by adding a transition effect called a crossfade. This blends the 
two clips at the join over a short period.

•	Smoothing out the audio transitions: Where a noisy clip adjoins a quieter one, it is very noticeable. 
An audio transition (also called a crossfade) can be applied to the join and this smooths it out.  
If the audio is too quiet or loud it can be adjusted. If it is not suitable for use, the audio can be cut out.

•	Starting and ending videos: The start and end of the timeline can also be given a transition (fade 
to black) which gives a more gentle start and finish. The audio can also be given a transition to 
fade in at the start and out at the end.

•	Adding titles: A title screen and date can be added to give a name to the video.

•	Saving the video clip: The clip should be saved with the child’s name and the date in the file 
name so that it can be easily identified.

Once you are happy with the result, you will need to export the completed edit. The programme will 
usually ask what file format you want the exported video to be. Each editing programme approaches 
this process differently so refer to the online guides. When you have exported the film, check that the 
exported file will play on the computer or device that will be used to show the film.

More advanced programmes such as Blender and Lightworks Lite offer more features and 
consequently take longer to learn. These may be worth exploring once you have mastered the basics 
on a simpler programme. However, remember that even the simplest clip is better than no clip at all 
and can be very effective for prospective adopters.

SHOWING THE VIDEO CLIPS
The most straightforward way of showing the video clips is to ensure that these are included as part of the 
child’s profile on the Adoption Register. If you are planning to show the video clip directly to adopters or at 
a family finding event such as an Adoption Exchange Day, preparation beforehand is very  important. The 
Tech Check section at the end of this guide contains reminders about the equipment and checks required, 
as well as the safeguards which should be put in place to protect the child’s confidentiality.
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Particular things to think about if you are going to be showing the video clip at an Adoption Exchange 
Day are:

•	Make sure you bring an extension lead and a lap-top that can show video clips – have a practice run 
in advance to ensure the video displays properly on your equipment

•	Bring two sets of headphones so that couples can hear the children properly when watching  the 
video together 

•	Consider arranging the space you have so that viewing the video can be done in a 
relatively private way

•	Use the video icon image next to the information about the child,  so that people know 
there is a clip to watch.

STORAGE AND RETENTION OF CLIPS
During the family finding process,  it is the responsibility of the social worker to decide where copies are 
stored and ensure that they are stored securely. Any devices should be password protected and cloud-
based back-up services should be switched off. 

Access should be restricted to a limited number of agreed people only and prospective adopters 
advised that the clip should not be shared on social media, even in closed groups. The clip forms part 
of the child’s records and it is important that their confidentiality and the birth parents’ feelings are 
respected throughout. 

Each agency should have policies and procedures in place to ensure that clips are stored safely, 
including any back-up copies, and that access is restricted. 

Consider what will happen to any excess footage or images that you may have taken of the child but 
that are not part of the edited video clip. For example, these could still be stored as part of the child’s 
memory box.

Once the process is completed there should be a clear policy about retention. For example, one copy 
may form part of the child’s adoption file, while another may be kept by the adoptive family. Any excess 
copies should be destroyed.

The video of the child remains the property of the local authority and must be kept confidentially 
subject to relevant legal access rights. The local authority may provide the child and adopters with a 
copy of the film to keep in the child’s “memory box”.

Under the Adoption Agencies ( Regulations) 2009 Reg.28(2), adoption agency records are required to 
be “at all times kept in an accessible form in secure conditions and in particular that all appropriate 
measures are taken to prevent theft, unauthorised disclosure, damage, loss or destruction.”

When there has been an adoption order, the adoption records for the adopters and for the child must 
be kept for at least 100 years. The date of the order is the sensible date to take as a starting point.

Under Section 25 of these Regulations, once a child placed for adoption by an agency  is 16 years of 
age, he or she can ask that the agency disclose their adoption records to them.
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PREPARATION FOR FILMING

What you want to show about the child How you might show this

PLANNING FOR FILMING

Any health and safety concerns?

  Proposed actions:

Will weather be a factor?

  Alternative options:

Light – will it be enough for filming? 

  Notes:

Noise – will location be quiet enough? 

 Notes:

SECTION 2: TOOLKIT & CHECKLIST
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THE TECH CHECK
PREPARATION

OO Check device is available and fully charged.

OO Does it have  sufficient memory to record 
the clips?

OO Record a clip in the office – does it play 
with a picture and sound?

STORAGE
OO Where is device (e.g. tablet, laptop) 
stored?  Is it password protected?

OO Are clips on this device only? If so, is 
the device stored securely?

OO Consider steps to ensure no-one else deletes clips before editing.

OO Use a non-cloud-based backup service.

OO Storage of clips will need to comply with your own organisation’s data protection 
policies and procedures.

EDITING
OO Final film to be 3–5 minutes long.

OO Select clips to use.

OO A fade/dissolve between clips can help how they cut together (see “EDITING” on page 11)

OO Keep it simple – visual effects or music can be distracting. 

SHARING THE FILM
OO Showing/sharing the film needs to comply with your organisation’s child protection and 
data protection policies and procedures.

ADOPTION EXCHANGE DAYS
OO Check device is charged, and film plays correctly.

OO Remember if two people want to watch it 
together, two sets of headphones will be needed 
which can plug into the device.

OO Check headphones work and there are antiseptic 
wipes available.
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ONLINE ADOPTION REGISTER
OO Export a copy of the edited film on 
to the Adoption Register using the 
Register’s Link Maker programme 
- instructions available at www.
scotlandsadoptionregister.org.uk/making-
a-referral/

OO Check it plays correctly the  
whole way through.

OO Check file type is supported by  
Link Maker.

OO Check the file is under 500 MB.

HOME  VISIT WITH PROSPECTIVE ADOPTERS
OO Check device is charged, and film plays back correctly.

OO Check headphones are working and there are antiseptic wipes available.

STORING A COPY FOR THE CHILD’S MEMORY BOX
OO Use the file produced for uploading to Scotland’s Adoption Register.

OO If this hasn’t been done, make an exported version of the file.

OO Consider adding any unused clips.

OO Recommended storage is an encrypted USB2.0 flash drive  
like the one shown in the illustration, with a password to  
protect the content.

OO Consider attaching the flash drive to a larger item such as a 
photo album to reduce risk of it being lost. 

DELETION OF THE FILM
OO Once they are no longer required, the film and the clips used to make it 
should be deleted. 

OO Each agency should have a policy and guidance on this issue which should  
be followed.

OO Foster carers should follow the policy and guidance of their own agency.

OO Ensure film and clips are deleted from all devices.
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APPENDIX 1: EDITING PROGRAMMES

The two most widely available programmes are Windows Movie Maker (PC) and iMovie (Mac).

Both of these are either already on most PC/Mac computers or laptops, or can be downloaded for 
free. They offer the ability to load your video files and create simple edits.

WINDOWS MOVIE MAKER
A basic programme which is easy to pick up. It will allow 
you to load video files from a camera, memory card or 
folder. These clips can then be dragged and dropped 
into the ‘timeline’. Titles and transitions can be added. 
Brightness, contrast and colour hue can be adjusted.

It can be downloaded from: www.windows-movie-maker.
org/

There is a guide to get you started at: www.support.
microsoft.com/en-gb/help/18614/windows-essentials

APPLE iMOVIE
Apple have a long history of making video editing 
software. They produce professional editing software and 
this is the simplified free version of this. They also have 
iMovie for their iPhone and iPad, but may charge for these 
apps. 

With iMovie you can drag and drop files into the timeline. 
It also has many additional controls such as image 
stabilization, which gives it a level of complexity once you 
go beyond the basics of editing.

It can be downloaded from: www.apple.com/uk/imovie/

Support is available at: https://discussions.apple.com/
community/ilife/imovie
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APPENDIX 2:  
INFORMATION & CONSENT FORMS
The following forms are those used in the original Moving Images project. 

They are included for information and for agencies to use and adapt if they wish.

Please note the children’s invitation and reply were used specifically for the research project,  
and would need to be adapted for video clips to be used for family finding.
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Moving Images  

Information about filming of children for 

Foster Carers 
 

What is the Moving Images project? 

 

Moving Images is a research study about the use of video clips in 

finding adoptive families for children in Scotland. It is being carried 

out by the University of Glasgow and the Adoption and Fostering 

Alliance Scotland and supported by Scotland’s Adoption Register. 

As part of the research, the team would like to find the best 

methods for filming, editing and storing clips.  

 

Who will be filming? 

 

There will be two people filming:  

Paul Campbell is a social worker, employed by Dundee City 

Council’s Adoption and Permanence Team.  Paul is also a film 

maker. 

Therese Lynch is a lecturer and research assistant with years of 

experience making television programmes. 

Both Paul and Therese have PVG certification. 

 

What will be filmed? 

 

We want to film the child/children in a way that reflects who they 

are.  Our approach on the day will respond to the individual child or 

children; their age, their abilities, what they love to do.  We may 

ask them age-appropriate questions during filming.  We will film 

them at play. 
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Moving Images  

Information about filming of children for 

Foster Carers 
 

What is the Moving Images project? 

 

Moving Images is a research study about the use of video clips in 

finding adoptive families for children in Scotland. It is being carried 

out by the University of Glasgow and the Adoption and Fostering 

Alliance Scotland and supported by Scotland’s Adoption Register. 

As part of the research, the team would like to find the best 

methods for filming, editing and storing clips.  

 

Who will be filming? 

 

There will be two people filming:  

Paul Campbell is a social worker, employed by Dundee City 

Council’s Adoption and Permanence Team.  Paul is also a film 

maker. 

Therese Lynch is a lecturer and research assistant with years of 

experience making television programmes. 

Both Paul and Therese have PVG certification. 

 

What will be filmed? 

 

We want to film the child/children in a way that reflects who they 

are.  Our approach on the day will respond to the individual child or 

children; their age, their abilities, what they love to do.  We may 

ask them age-appropriate questions during filming.  We will film 

them at play. 

 

What equipment will be used? 

 

We will be using an iPad or Samsung tablet only.   

 
Will you need to take part? 

 

You do not have to take part in the filming. 

 

How long will it take? 

 

The filming session will take no more than an hour and will probably 

take less than that. 

 

What will happen to the films that are filmed? 

 

The clips filmed will be edited into a short film which will be shown 

at Adoption Exchange Days and/or to potential adopters by a social 

worker.  We will ask social workers, prospective adoptive parents 

and foster carers to tell us if they think this film helps them 

understand the child any more. 

 

The children will be given a copy of the film for their memory box. 

 

The films and clips will be stored securely.  They may be uploaded 

to Linkmaker as part of the family finding process. The site is 

secure and access is controlled. This is the only website the films 

will be uploaded to. 

 
University of Glasgow Ethics Committee Approval received in November 2017. 

Information on Glasgow University College of Arts Ethics Information and Policy 
https://www.gla.ac.uk/colleges/arts/research/ethics/ 
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Moving Images Research 

Consent form for Adult participants in Filming 
 

 (Please tick as 
appropriate) 

 
I have had an opportunity to consider the information provided 
to me about how filming will be used by the Moving Images 
project.  I agree to being filmed and the use of clips featuring 
me to be used in the edited film. 
 

□ 

I understand my participation in the Moving Images filming is 
voluntary and that I’m free to withdraw from filming at any 
time, without giving a reason. □ 
 
I understand that the edited films will be shown to potential 
adoptive parents and social workers at adoption related events 
and meetings. 

□ 
 
I understand that the films will be edited in such a way that no 
participants, agency, child or family members will be 
identifiable, unless the researchers seek prior permission.  
I understand any video recordings and edited films will be 
transferred and stored securely under the terms of the Data 
Protection Act 2018. 

□ 

 
 
I agree to take part in the filming: 
 
Name: …………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Signature:  …………………………………………….  Date: ………………….. 
 

 
 

 
 

University of Glasgow Ethics Committee Approval received in November 2017. 
Information on Glasgow University College of Arts Ethics Information and Policy 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/colleges/arts/research/ethics/ 
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